
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATgR QUALI'I'Y CONTHOL BOAHD
SAN FHANCISCO BAY HEGION

OHDgH NO. 85-14
NPDES NO. CA0037810

REISSUING WASTE DISQ-lAHGE Rl'1;2UJIrEMEN'IS FOIl.:

CITY OF PETAJ"UMA - WATER POLLU'I'ION CONTHOL PLANT,
SONOMA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay
Region, (hereinafter called the Board) finds that:

1. '!'he City of Petaluma (hereinafter called the Discharger) submitted a
report of waste discharge dated October 19, 1984 for reissuance of
NPDES Permit No. CA0037810.

2. The Discharger presently discharges an average dry weather flow of 2.8
million gallons per day (mqd) from its secondary treatment plant which
has a dry weather design capacity of 5.20 mgd.

TreatmP..nt consists of primary sedimentation, biological treatment
using trickling filters, secondary sedimentation, followed by
oxidation ponds (280 acres), chlorination and dechlorination. Sludge
is treated by anaerobic digestion and disposed to a landfill. '!'he
treated wastewater is discharged into Pet-aluma Hiver, a water of the
State and United States, through a submerged diffuser about 100 feet
offshore at a depth of 8.6 feet below mean lower low water (Latitude
38 deg., 12 mi.n, , 33 sec. N - Longitude 122 deg., 34 mi.n, , 22 sec. W).
During dry weather months the treated wastewater is applied to
agricultural land.

3. '!'he discharge is presently governed by Waste Discharge Requi.rement.e ,
Order Nos. 79-169, 80-54 and 82·-17 which allows discharge into
Petaluma Hiver.

4. '!'he Hegional Board adopted a revised Water Quality Control Plan for
the San Francisco Bay Hegion (Basin Plan) on July 21, 1982. '1'he Basin
Plan contains "later quality objectives for the Petaluma River.

5. The beneficial uses of the Petalulna Hiver are:

o

o

o

o

o

Water contact and Non-contact water recreation

Wildlife Habitat

Preservation of Rare and F~dangered Species

Marine Habitat

Fish Migration and Spawning




























